
Welcome to the New Year!

As we step into 2025, I hope you find a moment to reflect on the past year and look
forward to new beginnings. I was privileged to participate in the Wreaths Across America
event in Osage Beach, Missouri. The ceremony, centered around the theme Remember.
Honor. Teach., was truly inspiring and moving.

As we wind down from the busy holiday season, take a deep breath and prepare for a
fresh start. To help you reset, reflect, and refresh for the new year, here are a few tips
from The Blissful Mind:

RESET
 

Unfollow and unsubscribe from unnecessary accounts, except for the MCLA
Facebook page.
Declutter your inbox by organizing items into folders for later reference or simply
deleting what you no longer need.

REFLECT
            

Celebrate your accomplishments, such as the meaningful conversations you had
with others about the auxiliary.
Be kind to yourself, take a moment to reflect on how you’ve treated yourself and
make sure you’ve shown yourself the respect you deserve.

REFRESH            

Plan one nerve-wracking activity by signing up for something new and different.
Set three short-term, achievable goals for the month to keep you focused and
motivated.
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National President (Con't)
With Mid-Winter right around the corner, you could consider this a short-term goal:
Have you registered for the event, booked your room, and signed up for the banquet?
One member is looking for a roommate, so if you’re interested in sharing a room and
splitting the cost, please reach out to me. Departments and Units: Don’t forget to
consider submitting an ad for the Mid-Winter Program book. For more details, visit
the MCLA League Conference website. Additionally, the League is suggesting we
take the free shuttle to/from the airport and use metro tickets to explore the DC area.
It could be the perfect opportunity to see something new and different during your
downtime.

The Pre-Conference Board Meeting will be held at 0800 on Thursday, February 27, in
Mezzanine 3. The tentative agenda is attached to this newsletter. If you have any
items to add to the agenda, please email them to me so I can include them in the
final version in February. Along with the agenda (subject to change), you will receive
the reports from officers. Those presenting reports are asked to send them to
Ramona by February 6 so they can be coordinated and emailed by no later than
February 18. This gives everyone time to print them off or save them on your
preferred electronic device. Equally important, please bring 15 -20 copies of your
report to the report table, as we will not be providing printed copies.

Important Updates: In this newsletter, you will find contact information for the new
Treasurer of the Past Presidents Club, PNP Linda Chamberlain. Also, new Scratchy
Flea Rebecca Marcel, for the Military Order of the Devil Dog Fleas. Please help
spread the word.

Looking forward to seeing you all in February,

Dotty Sanning
MCLANatPres2024@gmail.com



Ideas for the Marine Corps League Auxiliary?  As a member of the 
Auxiliary, you have a voice. You are a person that has many 
experiences that have shaped you and how you think and react to 
different situations. 

We were chartered in 1937 when times were simpler, and life was slower. In today’s world
everything is fast, and we expect immediate results. But ideas and change take time when
you are talking about an organization of this magnitude and the fact that we only meet
nationally twice a year. This is where your officers and committee chairman come into
play. 

Change can be a good thing or a bad thing depending upon how you look at it. As I get
more involved in many more websites and having to do everything by computer and
passwords, I seem to get upset because nothing is as easy as it once was. In addition, we
must have double authentication on most things now. I understand that this is to protect
us, but ugh! 

Do you have an idea on how a form needs should be changed to be more efficient or
better understood as to the requirements? Please share that with the chairman of that
committee. You think that a by-law or administrative procedure needs to be changed?
Don’t wait to share your ideas until it is time to put in any potential bylaw changes.
Contact the bylaw chairman or the judge advocate and talk about what you are thinking.  
We may not think in the same way you do, so it might never have occurred to us that if
we change something in a certain way that it may be more efficient and beneficial to the
membership.

Be prepared to share your ideas and how you think it should work and if you have an idea
on how to achieve it. We are always open to looking at different ways if we can stay
within the requirements of the laws the Government imparts on us. Of course, it will have
to go in front of the membership for a vote, but we need to progress to stay a desirable
organization for ladies to want to belong to and want to volunteer to service our Marines and
Veterans. 

Visit the national website; www.nationalmcla.org for contact information and to access
the bylaws. 

Semper Fidelis,

N
at

ional Senior Vice P
resident

Greetings from National!

Mary Brief

http://www.nationalmcla.org/


     Marine Corps League Auxiliary, Inc. 
 

 
NORTHEAST DIVISION 

 
 

Greetings from the Ladies of the Northeast Division! 
 

 In January, most of our Unit Members are recuperating from the activities of the last 
two months.  Many helped at the polls on Election Day, assisted their Detachment with USMC 
Birthday celebrations and participated in Veteran’s Day ceremonies before gearing up to 
gather, sort and distribute gifts for Toys 4 Tots. Several Units also collected toys and food to 
donate to the less fortunate in their communities. 

 
In Pennsylvania, an Auxiliary member who lives in Erie continues to go to the Soldiers & 

Sailors Home and gets a list of Marine residents and a list of items they would like for 
Christmas.  At the Fall Staff Meeting, each Unit, and any member who wishes signs up to 
sponsor one of the Marines and buys the items on the wish list.  The items are all shipped to 
the member who lives in Erie and then she and her husband deliver the gifts, spending time 
with each individual Marine.  It often takes two or three days to distribute the gifts and visit with 
each Marine. We do indeed take care of our own! 

 
In New Jersey, the ladies are always the first to have all of their members transmitted, 

990’s filed and paperwork done. They are truly devoted and believe in following the rules! 
 

The Units of the Northeast Division keep trying to recruit, renew and grow. As everyone 
knows, that is no easy task. This Division has had the highest membership totals in the nation 
for many years.  No one wants to lose that distinction so they are working to grow our 
membership.  Each Unit should try to recruit at least one new member, while assigning one 
member to call all those members who have not yet renewed their membership. 
 

We look forward to seeing many of you at the National Midwinter Staff Conference in 
DC the end of February and we invite anyone who is available to join us April 4-6 in 
Binghamton, NY at the Holiday Inn for the National Northeast Division Conference. 

 
       Semper Fidelis, 

            Ruth 
       PNP Ruth S. Moyse 
       National Vice President 
       Northeast Division 



OPERATION LITTLE ANGEL- MIDWINTER PROJECT- 2025

St. Ann’s center for children, youth and families is operated by the daughter
of Charity in Maryland is our choice for Midwinter this year.

They strive to create an environment in which they as a total staff can
translate caring into daily practice.
 
Their Mission is-
 
Promoting self-confidence, curiosity and creativity and self-discipline

Providing a wholesome environment that encourages children to solve
problems, make decisions, engage in activities, ask questions, and explore
and experiment with their environment.

Promoting a safe and secure setting for children whose parents may be
away from them for part of the day.

These and many other mission statements can be found on the web page.

Their goal is to help young mothers and their children build the foundation
for a strong family, successful career and lifelong independence.

They provide Housing and support, a teen mother and baby program,
transitional housing program, educational support, life skills support,
employment counseling, clinical and social work services provided.

A short list would include diapers all sizes, bath towels and wash clothes,
larger items include Graco car seats, and strollers. Gift cards are always
welcome as many of their items are on Amazon.

We will have our OLA table set up with wonderful items for raffle. We invite
you to stop by and shop. Donations are always welcome. The committee
thanks you for your continued support of this project. There is much need
in our communities. God Bless

PNP Barb Nobile, Darlene MacCubbin, Tracey Killinger,
Teena Foster, Janet Anders



            
Attention Scratchy Fleas

At our National Convention in Palm Springs, California, we elected a NEW Scratchy Flea:

Rebecca Marcel
42 Manchester Dr
Houma LA 70360-7996 
Email: Rmarcel173@att.net
Phone: 361-834-9966

Please direct all transmittals, dues and death notices to her moving forward. It has been
an honor to serve in this role for the past few years and I am thrilled to pass the position
on to Rebecca.

Thank you
Dotty Sanning
PAST National Scratchy Flea

I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday and had the opportunity to spend some quality
time with family and friends. I wish everyone a happy and healthy New Year.

The Supreme Scratch is about seven (7) months away which gives all fleas and want to be
fleas ample time to decide what was your favorite or most memorable decade. Was it in the
50’s, 60’s, 70’s 80’s or 90’s, when you graduated from high school, met your first love, got
married, had your first child or first grandchild, all of us have a time we wish we could go
back to if only for an hour or two. So come to the scratch and relive those found memories.

So, get those creative juices flowing to come up with an idea on how to dress, and who
knows there might just be a prize for the most original outfit from the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s or
90’s. Also, start looking at putting together a trivia team and start listening to those oldies
but goodies so you will know the answers to the music questions. 

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at the midwinter meeting and to a fun filled
scratch in August.

Semper Mordendi, 

PNP Linda S. Chamberlain
Madam Big Flea
natlpresmcla22@gmail.com

GREETINGS FROM MADAM BIG FLEA

We may not have it all together, but together
we have it all, and together we can make

anything happen.

mailto:Rmarcel173@att.net
mailto:natlpresmcla22@gmail.com


22-Jan  Cindy Vicknair
26-Jan  Rebecca Marcel
26-Jan  Audrey Patterson
27-Jan  Estella Alaniz
28-Jan  Diane Ditto
28-Jan  Elizabeth Hayes
29-Jan  Eileen Bargrhuff
29-Jan  Susanne Miller
29-Jan  Janet Misak
30-Jan  Betty Hauck
31-Jan  Judith Jankowski
31-Jan  Loretta Morton

1-Jan  Patricia Borka
1-Jan  Connie Lauber
2-Jan  Kay Kishbaugh
2-Jan  Shirley Solgot
4-Jan  Lisa Delk
5-Jan  Bonnie Haney
6-Jan  Ruth Hunter
7-Jan  Kristie Dupey
7-Jan  Ella Hansen
7-Jan  Karen Neary
7-Jan  Barbara Shearer
10-Jan  Jennifer Lendt

Happy Birthday to our Fabulous Members
with January Birthdays!

We love recognizing our member’s birthdays and would never intentionally leave out a celebration!
Please make sure your member profile in the MCLA database has your birthday listed by sending

an email to MCLAHQ@nationalmcla.org.

11-Jan Holly Caruso
12-Jan Aspen Hayes
12-Jan  Joyce Kemp
15-Jan  Judy Williamson
16-Jan  Leeann Bower
17-Jan  Sheila Montis
17-Jan  Heather Neuhalfen
17-Jan  Deborah Ryan
18- Jan  Mary Kay Knight
18-Jan  Patricia Rueppel
20-Jan  Jacynta Jackson
22-Jan  Justine Deluccio

Ramona Smith
     National Secretary

Welcome to 2025!  I hope you all had a wonderful
Holiday Season and are excited for what the New

Year will bring.

As we are approaching our Mid-Winter conference, I
am closing out the membership reports for

distribution. All transmittals through December 31,
2024 will be included in that report.

Here's wishing that the New Year will bring joy, love,
peace, and happiness to you.     



Attention Past Presidents
Club Treasurers

At our National Convention in Palm Springs, California, we elected a NEW National PPC
Treasurer:

 PNP Linda Chamberlain
 156 Waverly Rd
 Southampton, PA 18966-3351
 Email: Ssgtnwife@verizon.net
 Home Phone: 215-355-2909
 Cell Phone: 215-485-3095

Please direct all transmittals, dues and death notices to her moving forward. It has
been an honor to serve in this role for the past few years and I am thrilled to pass the
position on to PNP Linda Chamberlain.

Thank you,

Dotty Sanning
PAST National Treasurer
Past Presidents Club

mailto:Ssgtnwife@verizon.net


ALL DIVISION UNIT HOLIDAY BRUNCH

Programs of Pride

MCLA President Dotty Sanning was invited to participate at the Osage Beach,
Missouri Wreaths Across America event.



MCLA 
Ship Store

GOOD NEWS!

We are able to order a small amount of jackets from our vendor.  If you were on
the list and still want to purchase, or if you now have a need for a new jacket,

you can order now in time for Mid-Winter Conference!

Please note, the jackets run a little small so please order one size larger as they
are a fitted form design.  

GET YOUR COOKBOOK!

If you haven’t ordered your
cookbook yet, you can purchase it

through the Ship Store and still
receive it by Mid-Winter!



INSPIRATION
Members from the Lake Havasu Unit had the pleasure of collecting a truck load of

Hallmark cards and handmade blankets from The Linus Club and toys from Military
Moms to donate to the E5 and below Christmas Giveaway.  They were happily greeted

by a group of Marines who unloaded all the wonderful gifts!

Melvin M Smith Unit, Spokane, WA decorated a Christmas Tree for the VA Hospital.
 Fun time for Sandra Dessler, Eve Joppa, and Mary Lou Smith!



USMC National Museum,
Quantico, VA

Marine Corps Tree of
Lights

PNP Linda Chamberlain and
PNP Ruth Moyse 

The 2024 Tree of Lights Ceremony honored the late
General Alfred M. Gray, Jr. 29th Commandant of the

Marine Corps and Chairman of the Board United States
Marines Youth Foundation, Inc. (1991- 2023).  

The Marine Corps League Auxiliary was honored to
attend the ceremony as a long-time sponsor of the

United States Marines Youth Foundation to benefit the
Youth Physical Fitness Program of the Marine Corps

League.

Presentation of Colors at the 2024 
Tree of Lights Ceremony

With Life Member Yvonne
Pisani from Lancaster County



2025 Midwinter
Conference

Sheraton Pentagon City

900 South Orme Street, Arlington, VA 22204
Phone: 703-521-1900 (Hotel) 

or 800-325-3535 Reference National Marine
Corps League

The hotel overlooks Arlington National Cemetery and is
adjacent to Henderson Hall and the Fort Myer Exchange. The

hotel has 4 double ADA rooms with 1 with a roll-in shower, and
10 King ADA with 3 with roll-in-showers. If ADA room is needed,

call the reservation number.

2/27/2025 – 3/1/2025 
(check-in 2/26, check out 3/2)

Hotel Rate: $131 per night plus tax)

Parking: On-site garage parking is $10 per day,
Free shuttle to/from Reagan Airport (DCA)

Reservation Deadline:  February 4, 2025 

Cancellation Policy:  Any cancellations after
February 10, 2025, will forfeit the one-night deposit.

Other:  Complimentary WIFI is included. 



DRAFT 
MCLA NATIONAL MID-WINTER PRE-BOARD MEETING 

0800 Thursday, February 27, 2025 
Mezzanine 3, Sheraton Pentagon City 

Call to Order – Please silence all cell phones and electronic devices 

Opening Prayer – Chaplain PNP Evelyn Joppa 

Welcome/Thanks 

Fill Vacant Chairs 

 New England Division 

 Mideast Division 

Individual Introductions 

Business: 

• Agenda Updates/Changes 
• Office Updates, laptop computer, Ships Store 
• Website 
• Facebook 
• Other Concerns  

Morgan Stanley Report 

Secretary’s Review, performance since National Convention 

Remarks: 

• National President Dotty Sanning 
• National Senior Vice President  Mary Brief 
• National Junior Vice President Darlene MacCubbin 
• Division Vice Presidents 
• Junior Past President Linda Chamberlain 
• Other Past National Presidents 
• Operation Little Angels 

Announcements: 

 Joint Hospitality Room tonight 1900-2200, Galaxy Ballroom 16th Floor 

 Breakfast 0730, Galaxy Ballroom 

 



DRAFT 
MCLA MID-WINTER STAFF CONFERENCE AGENDA  

February 28, 2025 – March 1, 2025 

Agenda Subject to Change 

  
 

Friday, February 28, 2025 
Joint Opening  0900 – Commonwealth Ballroom. Division Vice Presidents should find their 
seats at the front of the room 

 Joint Memorial Service  1000 All are encouraged to stay 
 Chapel of Four Chaplains – 1100 All are encouraged to stay 
 
Lunch on your Own  1130 – 1330 
President Council Workshop 1200 – 1330 Senior Vice Mary Brief, Concourse #2 
   
Please silence all cell phones and electronic devices. 
  
Call to Order & Opening  

• Opening Prayer & Draping of Charter 
• Pledge to the Flag 
• Purpose – Sr. Vice President Mary Brief 
• Eligibility – Jr. Vice President Darlene MacCubbin 
• Introduction of Guests 
• Fill Vacant Chairs 
• Roll Call of Officers 
• Members waiting for admittance 
• Approval of the 2024 National Convention Proceedings 
• Reading of 2024 Post Convention Minutes  
• Reading of minutes from Pre-Board Conference meeting of February 27, 2025 
• Report of Elected Officers 

1. President Dotty Sanning 
2. Sr. Vice  Mary Brief 
3. Jr. Vice Darlene MacCubbin 
4. Judge Advocate Lynn Cortright 
5. Jr. Past Pres PNP Linda Chamberlain 
6. Division Vice Presidents 

• Reading of Communications 
• Chaplain’s Report – PNP Evelyn Joppa 
• Membership Report – Junior Vice Darlene MacCubbin 
• Ship Store Report – Colleen English/Ramona Smith 

 
 
 
 
Presidents Breakfast 0730 tomorrow morning 
Adjourn until 9:00 AM Saturday, March 1, 2025 
 
 



DRAFT 
MCLA MID-WINTER STAFF CONFERENCE AGENDA  

February 28, 2025 – March 1, 2025 

Agenda Subject to Change 

 
 
 

Saturday, March 1, 2025 – Lunch on your own 1130 - 1300 
Division Vice President’s Workshop 1200 - 1330 Junior Vice Darlene MacCubbin 

 
 Call to Order 

• Opening Prayer & Draping of Charter 
• Pledge to the Flag 
• Roll Call of Officers 
• Reading and approval of Minutes from Friday’s Meeting 
• Reports of Appointed Staff & Committees 

1. Chief of Staff – PNP Gerri Tuohy 
2. National Comptroller – PNP Linda Chamberlain 
3. Budget/Allowance – PNP Gerri Tuohy 
4. EIN/Insurance – Donna Rae Smith 
5. VAVS Representative – PNP Evelyn Joppa 
6. MCLA Headquarters Project – PNP Barb Nobile/Vickie Brown 
7. Girl Scouts – Angie Pitts  
8. Memorial Fund – Jan Crowe 
9. Operation Little Angel – PNP Barbara Nobile/Tracey Killinger 
10. Convention Liaison – PNP Linda Chamberlain 
11. Chapel of Four Chaplains – PNP Barb Nobile/Sydney Minchin 
12. Any other committee chairs wishing to report 

• Report from Friday’s President Council Session 
 

Unfinished Business 
 
New Business 
 
Good of the Order 

• Attendance of our National Secretary at the National Convention in August 
 
Announcements: 
 1800 Social Adjustment, Reception, Banquet, Commonwealth Ballroom 

 
 
Adjournment:   

 
 
The Following MCL Officers have been invited to speak at our meeting as their schedule permits 

• MCL Commandant – TJ Morgan 
• Chief Devil Dog – PDD Jeff Jones 
• MCL Chief Operating Officer – Robert Borka 



PNP Barb Nobile, Chair

Members, Marti Kline, Darlene MacCubbin, Angie Pitts, Vickie Brown,
Karen Mastriania

HQ Fundraiser Committee

HQ
FUNDRAISER

PROJECT 2025

The HQ fundraiser committee is excited to announce the tickets are printed and
ready to be distributed to you at Midwinter Conference in February.

Committee member Marti Kline designed for us beautiful patriotic tickets. The
cost is $10 per ticket, the winning ticket of $500 being drawn on August 15th,
2025, at the National Banquet. You do not need not be present to win.

Division Vices, I will have an envelope with your name and division ready for you
at Midwinter, at which time you will tell me how many tickets you would like.

We will sell them immediately and all year long, as well as at the National
convention in Texas. Start your engines ladies; let’s make this a banner year for
our HQ.

We have more exciting projects planned for the New Year. We will keep you
posted. We want to include those who may not get to conventions but still want
to participate in supporting the MCLA. If you have any suggestions for the
committee, please feel free to share.

It is our pleasure to serve the membership. 



2025 NATIONAL CONVENTION 
AUGUST 11-15, 2025

HOST:  MCL Department of Texas 

HOTEL: Hyatt Regency DFW International Airport

RESERVATION PHONE #: 1-800-233-1234 (Reservations opened at 9 AM (Central Daylight
Time) on Monday, August 19, 2024. Website: https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-
booking/DFWAP/G-MCL5  Block Code: G-MCL5

ROOM RATE: $162/night includes taxes, breakfast for 2 and parking (RV parking is
available at Terminal B at the airport) – Check in 3 PM, Check out 12 noon. 

Each room features complimentary Wi-Fi, single cup Keurig coffee maker, mini
refrigerator, and hair dryer. 

AMENITIES: Fitness Center, Pool, On-site restaurants (including a coffee bar), Business
Center, Pet Friendly Hotel. There is limited food delivery to the hotel.

Free shuttle from airport to hotel and from hotel to downtown Grapevine 

Grapevine Main Street will offer Military Discounts or shoulder badge discount.

Events will be listed on the Website MCL250.org beginning Monday, August 19, 2024.
Tickets will go on sale starting February 1, 2025. Tickets for all events can be purchased in
one transaction. 

They are planning both daily and evening events:
·      Cowboy BBQ Meet and Greet
·      Daily trips to Grapevine & Arlington, TX
·      National Medal of Honor Museum Banquet
·      MODD/MODD Fleas Dinner & Silent Auction
·      Convention Banquet

Updates will be published in the Newsletter as they are received. Do not hesitate to
contact me should you have any questions.

PNP Linda S. Chamberlain
MCLA Convention Liaison
natlpresmcla22@gmail.com
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N A T I O N A L C H A P L A I N . E V E L Y N @ G M A I L . C O M

Members in need:

Past National Big Flea and member of Forest G James Unit Midwest Div, Donna Jean
Peterson needs our prayers. Her daughter Linda Marie (Glaman) Peterson passed
away December 1, after many years of cancer. Memorial is December 5th. Cards can
be sent to Donna Jean Peterson at 412 Commodore Dr, Mankato, MN  56001.

Sadly, Michigan Department President Cathy Rayl and husband Department
Commandant Ray Rayl's sister-in-law Monica Hyzer died on December 4,2024
following a short illness. Cards of condolences may be sent to Cathy and Ray at 4767
Hidden Hills Cr. Howell, MI  48855.

Linda Ira, a Lake Havasu member, lost her brother a few days ago.
Condolences cards may be sent to: Linda Ira, 2735 Castaway Dr, Lake Havasu City,
AZ  86406.

Onslow County Unit member Dianne Randall is not doing well. She has been in the
hospital for over a week and has had two surgeries. The family is requesting prayers,
but no visits or phone calls. Cards would be most welcome. Her home address is 371
Beulaville Hwy, Richlands, NC  28574.

Blessings for all the year of 2025!

National Chaplain Evelyn Joppa
nationalchaplain.evelyn@gmail.com

Please keep all members in your daily prayers
We never know who may be suffering in silence.

Chaplain’s Corner Notes

mailto:nationalchaplain.evelyn@gmail.com
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C H A P L A I N ’ S  C O R N E R  
P N P  E V E L Y N  B .  J O P P A

Salem County Life Member Jean Curcio recently passed away.  She held
many offices at the National, Department, and local levels including in the
Military Order of the Devil Dog Fleas, Past National Big Flea, and Past
National Regent.  Cards of condolences may be sent to James Curcio and
family at 46 Columbia Ave. Apt. #1, Kearney, NJ  07032

Semper Fidelis Unit longtime member and friend Judy Prince recently
passed away. Should you wish to send a card to her husband the
address is: Harry Prince, 77 N. Pristine Pl., Sewell, NJ  08080-2147.

Jeanette Curcio   12/11/24 

Judith Prince   12/25/24
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